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SUBJECT: ANDEAN PACT- VENEZUELA DEFERS APPLICATION OF 
EXTERNAL COMMON TARIFF 

1. ACCORDING TO REPORT RELEASED BY DIRECTOR GENERAL, 

MINISTRY OF FINANCE, VENEZUELA HAS DECIDED TO DEFER APPLICATION 
OF SECOND STAGE OF COMMON EXTERNAL TARIFF,(CXT) OF AGREEMENT 
OF CARTAGENA. THE DECISION WAS ADOPTED AT THE MINISTERIAL 
LEVEL IN CONSULTATION WITH THE INSTITUTE OF FOREIGN TRADE 
(ICE), WHICH IS IN CHARGE OF IMPLEMENTING ANDEAN PACT. 

REASON GIVEN FOR DEFERRAL WAS FACT THAT OTHER COUNTRIES HAVE 
NOT MADE DECISIONS CONCERNING THIS MATTER AND 
DUE TO FACT THAT AGREEMENT HAS NOT BEEN REACHED CONCERNING 
INDUSTRIALIZATION PROGRAMS. ADOPTION OF THE CXT WOULD NOT 
TAKE PLACE UNTIL AFTER THE FIRST PERIOD OF NEGOTIATIONS 
SCHEDULED FOR NEXT WEEK OF THE COMMISSION OF THE AGREEMENT 
OF CARTAGENA IN LIMA. 
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2. THE MINISTER OF FINANCE ALSO EXPLAINED THAT THE 
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DEFERRAL OF THE APPLICATION OF THE CXT FOR A TEMPORARY PERIOD 
AVOIDS THE STRONG PRESSURE ON PRICES OF IMPORTED GOODS FROM 
THIRD COUNTRIES. 
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